Pan e@ x 
Pu Jivorr™ 


st aera aa: 
Sri Gurubhyo Namah 


GURU(VyAsa)POORNIMA 


(Significance of GURU) 


Aashaada Sukla Pournami also called Guru Poornima is 
celebrated across the country as Vyasa Poornima in the name 
of Sage Sri VedaVyasa, the divine literary incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu. 


This day (Aashaada Sukla Pournami) is celebrated as Guru 
Poornima, symbolically honouring and respecting Gurus and 
teachers who have taught us the Vidya. 


It is believed that, Sage Sri VedaVyasaru was born on this day 
of Pournami in the Lunar month of Aashada. Vaisakha Sukla 
Trayodasi is also reckoned as Sri Vedavyasa Jayanti. 
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It is also said to be the day Sri VedaVyasa had commenced his 
work on Brahma-Suuthras. 


Regarded as the Aadi Guru, greatest of all Gurus, a Guru of 
Gurus He is adored even today by one and all and whose 
powers and knowledge are unsurpassed. 


Though Chaturmasa starts for general public from Hari Sayani 
Ekadasi, traditionally, Ascetics start their Chaturmasa Deeksha 
from this day of Guru Poornima. Perhaps, it is considered as 
the Avatara day of the great sage Sri VedaVyasa an incarnation 
of Lord Vishnu. 


Festival season starts with Guru Vandana on Guru Pournami 
day and in Hindu philosophy, Guru (Aachaarya) occupies third 
position in the quartet of 


Alq cat a | fq tat aa | Harel aat ata | afc eat ara | 
(Taittiriya Upanishad, 1.11.2) 


Hindu philosophy confers paramount importance to spiritual 
gurus. “Gu” means darkness and “Ru” is its remover. GURU 
means the one who removes darkness; the one who dispels the 
darkness of ignorance. 


He is the teacher who removes the fundamental ignorance that 
hides the knowledge of truth (Yathartha Jnaana) from us. 


Gurus are always regarded as a link between an individual and 
the Immortal. It is not possible for everyone to communicate 
with God. The divine message is communicated only through 
the voice of such divine and noble souls who keeps taking birth 
on this earth time and again. 


A true Guru is a transmitting medium, a transporting agent and 
a transparent embodiment of the divine grace and compassion. 
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It is said that he alone is the true teacher who is illumined by 
the light of true knowledge. 


There is nothing that a true Guru cannot bestow on his 
disciples. If we surrender absolutely without any reservation, 
he will save us from all sorrow and show us the way to 
salvation. 


Through various teachings and practices he helps an individual 
to progress from the human to the divine consciousness. 


It was not without reason that India of the past carefully 
tended and kept alive the lamp of GuruTattva. It.is therefore 
not without reason that India, year after year,-age after age, 
commemorates anew this ancient concept of the Guru, adores 
it and pays homage to it again and again, and thereby re- 
affirms its belief and allegiance to it. 


Distinguished Gurus like VedaVyasa are responsible for the 
unassailable and grand Hindu Philosophy, civilization and 
culture ie. Bhaarateeya Samskriti. 


Hindu heritage and culture would be indebted to this illustrious 
Sage Sri VedaVyasa forever. 


Perhaps the most befitting way to pay our respects and 
obeisance to this great legendary divine Sage would be, by 
living according to his ideals and propagating his noble and 
divine works. 


CURT TAS CaS Tasers | 
aA d SeAAIIa AAS AA aA: |I 


My repeated salutations are to Vyasa 
who is a form of Lord Vishnu and to, 
Vishnu who is a form of Vyasa, 


who is a descendent of sage Vasishta, 
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who is a treasure of Brahman; 
PU Ard ATTA - SBo Doce wricrdo AAA 
Can there be a better teacher than Sri KrusHna ParamaAtma & 


better teaching than BhagawAdGita ? 


Can there be a better GURU than ParamaAtma who is called 
as... "guruHgurutaMo dHaAmah... (Sri Vishnu Sahasranama 
Stothram sloka #23); 


He is not only a Guru but a Guru of Gurus'- the Universal Guru, 
the best among the best Gurus (gurutaMaH) whether it is... 


HayaGreeva, 

Kapila Bhagavantha, 
Sri Rama, 

Sri Krishna, 
DattaAtreya, 
VedaVyasa, etc. 


in all forms the Supreme God Vishnu has played the role of a 
Guru even for BraHmaAdi Devatas and who is a 
Shelter/Aashraya (Dhaama) for one and all in this Universe. 


Lord Shiva as Dakshinamurthy is a divine preceptor, spiritual 
guide to IndraAdi DEvatas. 


BDSesadSo Sedo SomeaowdWBrso 

Beds SdarAoBo 8 go dove wichdo 

TYOT Get CF HH TOK ACoA | 

CoA Aleieg PVT Fed SATCTLA I 

vasudeva sutam devarm kamsa canuramardanam | 
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devaki paramanandam krsnarn vande jagadgurum || 
harirEva parO AAA 

oe Hed oT HH felot fad sRure fatale Add | 
eta mY eka qe: sha oar arate: || 

DH ebog Ww sabe Aso Aadvso Bad ASwHabvo JSSo | 
BOGS Soe BOSed road: BOded BNS 323,BBNBs | | 


kuru bhuMkShva cha karma nijaM niyataM haripAda 
vinamradhiyA satataM | 

harirEva parO harirEva guruH harirEva jagat pitRumAtRugatiH 
[| 


(Dwaadasa Stotra) 


Hari is the Supreme Being, Hari is the father and mother, Hari 
is the teacher (GURU) and Hari alone is the final support for 
the souls. 


Therefore, do your prescribed duties always with reverence to 
the feet of the Lord. Accept the fruits there-of also with the 
same submission to His will. 


The Creator is the father as he brings the souls into being as 
embodied beings. He is also the mother as He maintains their 
existence in the world. He is the Gathi or final destination for 
the souls after their sojourn in the world. He is the source of all 
knowledge as without Him, none of the Indriyas will exist 


(including the mind). WraraT areal 
2a,05a das megpOao BjBo BodxwSs 
seFoadors HeaMDo¢z#oakyors VoS) he BI, BA,0) 
SEAT ING: Taare ca aaa: 

sat: WAeraat: dd A AcAsterateay 
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[Let Aachaarya Sri Madhva (Aanandatheertharu) be my Guru in 
every birth] 


a AUaaAY al 7 UT ALAAAT Te: 


aq AqcIeaeA Mea HD AAA: JAM I 
DB MoBaAaol Wlayol VD e ahB, Awol Ndd3 
DS 3H, T;RDARY DA, WY A SyAads Davor* || 


na mAdhavasamo devo na cha madhvasamo guruH. |~na 
tadvAkyasamaM shAstraM na cha tajj~nasamaH pumAn.h || 


[There is no God equivalent to Madhava (Lord Vishnu) and 
there is no Guru equivalent to Madhvachaarya the preceptor of 
Madhva Siddhantha] 


emIGAar) Sabeoso deseo 88So 5,ses 
Sed IH: 503.03 83 08 8 Daoedoe: || 
os 


da fam: Wordta Reedic a AAR: | | 


apadamauli paryamtam gurunam akrtim smaret 
tena vighnah pranasyamti sidhdhyamti ca manorathah || 


(Right from toe to top Guru's form should be meditated upon 
gradually; as a result, all obstacles would be wiped out and 
ones’ wants be fulfilled) 


Concentration should first be set on Guru's feet so that His 
gracious looks should be cast upon your head as a result of 
which Jnaana or wisdom flows into your head. From the feet, 
stomach, chest, hands, besides the dress and ornaments worn 
by Him should be meditated upon. 
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Hindu religion has produced several prominent saints and 
philosophers, Gurus, in the post era of Lord Sri Krishna, out of 
which three great spiritual personalities are in the forefront. 
They are Sri Aadi Sankaracharya who advocated Advaita 
Philosophy, Sri Ramanujaacharya who advocated 
Visishtaadvaita philosophy and Sri Madhvacharya who 
advocated Dvaita Philosophy. 


All the three are together known as the trinity of Aacharyas. 
These three great Saints who have taken the glory of Hindu 
spirituality to new heights have left a marked influence on the 
Hindu religion with their doctrines. 


DHATTACHE CHATURVIMSHATI (24) GURU 
adfdefea: il Twenty-four Gurus 


Lord DattaAtreya (incarnation of Lord. Vishnu) has made an 
eternal mark as a teacher and is therefore regarded as a Guru 
of the Gurus. 


The greatness of Dattatreya, lies in the fact that he never called 
himself a teacher and always introduced himself as a student. 
The Canto 11 of the Bhagavata Purana narrates a discourse 
between King Yadu (Yadu Maharaja) and Dattatreya in which 
Dattatreya lists his 24 teachers and what he learned from 
them. 


Lord Dattatreya is honoured as a Jagadguru. He himself had 
twenty-four preceptors. He closely observed different qualities 
in this world and accepted only those qualities favourable for 
one’s accomplishment. He rejected unfavourable qualities. 


Dattatreya reflects and delivers an important advice that a 
seeker of wisdom, a sadhaka, should always endeavor to pick 
up lessons wherever he finds it. He should neither be 
judgmental nor despise the source from which it comes. Only 
that sadhaka who accepts wisdom from various sources, just 
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like a honey-bee collecting honey by thousands of trips to 
various flowers, will Succeed in collecting the honey of essence 
of Vedic wisdom. Dattatreya himself sets an example to this 
fact when he declares how he made 24 individuals - animate 
and inanimate objects - his Gurus. 


Noticing the youthful Brahmana ascetic (Dattatreya) of 
immeasurable splendour, wandering fearlessly, Maharaja Yadu 


asks him the reason for his behaviour as a aTef: (child) 3-Ad: 


(Lunatic) and fagiraay: (as though possessed of a ghost) and 
the cause of blissfulness untouched by the objects of pleasure. 
When respectfully questioned by the intelligent Yadu Maharaja, 
the Brahmana ascetic, explains that many are his preceptors, 
both animate and inanimate, from whom he assimilated 
specific wisdom through his judgment. They are 

1. ff i! Prthvi (Earth) 

2. 4 if Vayu (Air) 

3. HIAPIA || Akasha (Ether) 

4, HTT: || Apah (Water) 

5. Hfder: If Agni (Fire) 

6. deg: If Chandra (Moon) 

7. %f@: If Surya (Sun) 

8. Had: | Kapota (Pigeon) 

9. HAM: If Ajagar (A Boa-Constrictor snake) 

10. Rarg: i! Sindhu (Sea) 

if, Yds7: || Patanga (A Moth) 

iz, Ahd i! Madhukrd (A Bee) 

is: Tat: || Gaja (An Elephant) 
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14. AEET || Madhuha (A honey-gatherer) 
15. éRe: i Harini (A deer) 

16. Fle: i! Meena (A fish) 

i. fosae if Pingala (A courtesan) 

18. #xx: Il Kurara (A Bird) 

19. HH: I Arbhaka (A child) 

20. ART If Kumari (A maiden) 

rae °*RPd_ I Sharakrt (An arrow-sharpner) 
22. a: Il Sarpa (A Snake) 

23. Rfefe: If Urnanabhi ( A Spider) 

24, qewIF_ i! Supeshakrt (A Wasp) 


And he continues to explain what those lessons are which, 
being the special ways of behaviour of each of the above 
beings, gave him specific lessons useful in life (to everyone). 


1) From Earth, Lord Dattatrey accepted the qualities of 
forgiveness and calmness. 


2) From Air, He accepted the qualities of non-attachment and 
purity. 


3) From Sky, He accepted the qualities of equality, aloofness, 
oneness, and __ cleanliness. 


4)From water, He accepted cleanliness and uniformity. 
5) From Fire, He accepted aloofness, lustre and brilliance. 


6) From Moon, He learned that this soul remains unaffected in 
spite of the existence of emotions in human body. 


7) From the Sun, He realized about aloofness and benevolence 
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8) From the Pigeon, He learned that excess love and 
attachment could lead to damage. 


9) From the Python, He learned to lie down quietly without any 
physical action, since whatever is meant to happen, will happen 
in any case. 


10) From the Sea, He accepted the qualities of earnestness and 
modesty. 


11) He learned from a Moth that if one gets enamoured and 
clings, their Self would be destroyed. 


12) He learned from the Bee that the tendency towards 
excessive collection brings destruction. 


13) He learned from the Elephant that because of its 
carelessness, it gets entangled in difficulties and has to become 
a slave of his partner. Hence one should avoid the company of 
a woman. 


14) He learned from the Black bee that one should try to gain 
without inflicting pain on anybody else. 


15) He learned from the Deer that it is dangerous to become 
engrossed in music.and lose focus. One should always remain 
alert. 


16) He learned from Fish that envy or jealousy could lead to 
death. 


17) He learned from the Courtesan that one couldn't be 
completely happy and get good sleep if they have many 
expectations. For one’s rescue, one should be self-supporting. 


18) He learned from a Bird-lapwing (Titavi) that unwanted 
savings bring destruction in the end. 


19) He learned from a Young Boy that one should forsake 
respect, disrespect, and anxiety. 
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20) He learned from a Maiden and her bracelets that solitude is 
always excellent 


21) He learned from a Snake that one should live alone and 
without any contacts. 


22) He learned the importance of concentration in one’s work 
from the Blacksmith. 


23) A Black Bee is an enemy of a worm and out of fear, the 

worm contemplates on the black bee to such an extent that the 
worm itself becomes a black bee. Hence Dattatreya realized the 
importance of concentration and contemplation from the worm. 


24) He learned from a Female Spider that in the expansion, 
creation and destruction, there is doctrine that identifies 
universe with God. 


In this manner, by accepting favourable qualities and rejecting 
unfavourable qualities, Dattatreya became a ‘Jagadguru’. 
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24 Gurus of Deity Dattatreya 


Sehave wisely 
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On the occasion of #GuruPurnima, know 33 meanings of the word ‘guru’ as 
explained in various Sanskrit texts. 


Pranama-s to all guru-s and best wishes to all on Guru Purnima. 


Meaning #1: 
Meaning #2: 
Meaning #3: 
Meaning #4: 
Meaning #5: 
Meaning #6: 
Meaning #7: 
Meaning #8: 
Meaning #9: 
Meaning #10 
Meaning #11 
Meaning #12 
Meaning #13 


Meaning #14: 
Meaning #15: 
Meaning #16: 
Meaning #17: 
Meaning #18: 
Meaning #19: 
Meaning #20: 
Meaning #21: 
Meaning #22: 
Meaning #23: 
Meaning #24: 
Meaning #25: 
Meaning #26: 
Meaning #27: 


Meaning #28 


“one who swallows ignorance” 

“one who teaches ‘dharma’ and scriptures like Veda-s” 
“one who is praised by gods, ‘gandharva’-s, humans, etc.” 
“one who destroys darkness with brilliance” 

“one who removes the disease of worldly existence” 

“one who is beyond [three] qualities and form” 

“one who releases from the bondage of ‘maya’” 

“Brahma (the creator)” 

“Vishnu” 

: “Shiva” 


: “Supreme Brahman” 


: “Brihaspati, the teacher of the gods” 

: “Prabhakara, the teacher of Mimamsa philosophy” 
“Drona, the teacher of the Pandava-s and Kaurava-s” 
“one who performs ‘nisheka’ rituals (garbhadhana etc.)” 
“one who gives a mantra” 

“the father” 

“any of eleven male elders” 

“any of the elders” 

“one who is great” 

“one who is ageless” 

“one who is large” 

“one who is powerful” 

“one who is honourable” 

“one whose speech has profound meaning” 

“heavy” 

“Shiva, who grants ‘siddhi’-s and burns sins” 

: “the illuminator of truth who bestows oneness with Shiva for 


the attainment of ‘jnana” 


Meaning #29 
Meaning #30 
Meaning #31 
Meaning #32 
Meaning #33 


: “abundance” 

: “a long syllable” 

: “the ‘pushya’ constellation” 

: “the velvet bean creeper (‘Mucuna pruritus’)” 
: “the foxtail millet grass (‘Panicum italicum’)” 
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rd v xy 


Teacher who give you information is called 
"Adhyapak" 


j The One who imparts knowledge combined with information is callec . 


"Upadhyaya" 
The One who imparts skills is called 


"Acharya" 
The One who is able to give a deep Insight into a subject is called 
"Pandit" 
The One who has a visionary view on a subject and teaches yor 
. think in that manner is called } 
"Dhrishta" 


Sanskrit is, perhaps, The only language that has such a refined 


Vocabulary to distinguish the different kinds of teachers. 


Difference between a Guru and a Teacher 


A teacher takes responsibility for your growth. 
A Guru makes you responsible for your growth. 


A teacher gives you things you do not have and require. 
A Guru takes away things you have and do not require. 


A teacher answers your questions. 
A Guru questions your answers. 
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A teacher requires obedience and discipline from the pupil. 
A Guru requires trust and humility from the pupil 


A teacher is a guide on the path. 
A Guru is a pointer to the way. 


A teacher sends you on the road to success. 
A Guru sends you on the road to freedom. 


A teacher explains the world and its nature to you. 
A Guru explains yourself and your nature to you. 


A teacher makes you understand how to move about in the 
world. 
A Guru shows you where you stand in relation to the world. 


A teacher gives you knowledge and boosts your ego. 
A Guru takes away your knowledge and punctures your ego. 


A teacher instructs you. 
A Guru constructs you. 


A teacher sharpens your mind. 
A Guru opens your mind. 


A teacher gives you knowledge. 
A Guru makes you wise. 


A teacher instructs you on how to solve problems. 
A Guru shows you how to resolve issues. 


A teacher is a systematic thinker. 
A Guru is a lateral thinker. 


A teacher will punish you with a stick. 
A Guru will punish you with compassion. 


A teacher is to pupil what a father is to son. 
A Guru is to pupil what mother is to her child. 
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A teacher leads you by the hand. 
A Guru leads you by example. 


When a teacher finishes with you, you celebrate. 
When a Guru finishes with you, life celebrates. 


When the course is over you are thankful to the teacher. 
When the discourse is over you are grateful to the Guru. 


Let us honor both the teachers and the Guru in our life. 


Scholarship, cleverness, good conduct, teaching skills, repeated 
study, consciousness and kindness, these are the seven 
qualities of a teacher. 


Teachers doesn't mean only academic teachers; we would have 
come across several personalities who would have influenced 
our life in various ways. They are all our teachers and we vow 
all of them our gratitude 


Indian Scripts says that we have different kinds of teachers in 
our day to day life, Gurus are classified into Seven types, all 
who make us a social and communal responsible person. So 
here are the types... 


Bodhaka Guru (The Doctrine Tutor): Gives instructions 
relating to.ancestral work, believes and doctrine, they teach 
and preach about what is your self being, how should you pray 
what are the values of your religion, how to enunciate the holy 
deeds The Guru who initiates the disciple into the religion etc. 


Vachaka Guru (The Communicating Teacher): Initiates one 
into spirituality by giving a consecration for a daily work, which 
transforms the life of the students. The Guru who initiates the 
disciple of religious, recitation and errand tasks. This teacher 
teaches the path of what's good and what's Bad deeds, what's 
social and what's anti-social. 
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Suchaka Guru (The Subjective Teacher): Mastery over any 
one science or art. e.g. management Guru, Mastery in Healing, 
etc. We can bifurcate all out teachers from school into this 
category. The “Suchaka” Guru is one who is well-versed, well- 
educated and has mastery over at least one external subject. 
i.e. he has a Mastery over any subject science or art. 


Nishidda Guru (The Banned Teacher) Prohibited 

Teacher, Invokes external Secret powers for personal benefit or 
with evil intention. The teacher who practice and teaches 
Hypnosis, Antisocial practices, Theft, Bluff and colonization 
.these type of teacher are called prohibited as they. are creating 
products who are a threat to Humanity. 


Vihata Guru (The Dispassion Teacher):.a.person at one point 
of his life cycle faces depression. Then the teacher who pulls 
him off from that situation embracing Dispassion into his soul 
and makes him feel that all in the world is fake, only you are 
true is a Vihata Guru. He Shows. Dispassion in Society. The 
world is transitory and an.abode of calamities”- Viewing thus 
the world which is an abode of miseries, this Guru shows the 
path leading to dispassion. 


Karanakya Guru (the Disciplines Teacher): Guru who gives 
initiates disciple into work hood. He is the remover of the 
disease of. this mundane world and sets up the path how to 
work and be punctual to his work. 


Parama Guru (The Supreme Teacher): Dispeller of doubts, 
removes the fear of birth and death is considered to be the 
“Parama Guru”. (The Supreme Guru) one who teaches and 
shows the path of Liberation. One gets such a Supreme Guru 
as a result of merits acquired in many births. Having attained 
such a Guru, the disciple never falls prey to bonds to world, he 
is liberated forever. 


www.bhargavasarma.blogspot.com (nirikhi krishna bhagavan) 18 


frarer- jijnasa 


Q. We have our own Guru why should we go to others? Isn't it 
wrong? 


A. We have fetid ae and exactly who he is, we don't know. 


When the time is ripe, SriHari sends him to us to make us 
know about our own faeaed. Till then we have to follow 3tfelad 


Tes. 
Talking about 3ifeiad We, Atd fACuIcaNaN says, 


One has to learn from them also. It is said in Sutra and 
BhAShya that, 


at sfadered 3 | Bal ATA Soe: A dUeAseaclan: AAAI 
ATMA ATTA FAT: HOS Aca Hdd sia | 


If the question arises that as only the Niyata guru is capable of 
leading to moksha, why to learn from others? 


The sutra and bhashya has pointed out that the niyata guru 
has directed to do so. 


*"As you serve us and learn from us, so you should serve and 
learn from those who are enlightened like us. 


May they also help you to go near your goal. May they thus 
protect you."* 


Therefore, Aniyata gurus are also needed to lead us on the 
path of correct knowledge and realisation through URkueaaied. 


errs, 
| @ 
@ 


a ss 
Wu Jivore™ 
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If the gurus are a’0TqlaqH and we can expand our et we can 


certainly follow them too. Provided we don't ignore our own 
Gurus. 


But one has to mark the importance that other Gurus we follow 
must be from the same philosophical school of teaching ie... 


etadidacd and ageitddarca 


This naturally excludes all the others who are often called 
Vaishnavas too. 


This isn't fanaticism. When we are careful about the 
hygeneticity of the food we eat to look after this body which 
will be burnt one day, we must be much more careful about the 
purity of thoughts we follow which will affect us in future births 
and the final goal we are going to reach. 
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“My life is blessed | 


with'some of the most 


amazing people: 


Thank you for being a 
part of my journey. 


Never forget pArents who are our first tEachers. Mother is 
considered as the first Guru (teacher) of a child and the one 
who introduces Father to a child. 


DoSS Mstaoerxeo, Mdedoengen wodsos Qrwraren 


[ oley IT, TWIT He 3 
DODADE WHoealeoqyen, THMaBw, ew MOBOde Brroayoew 
AAA 
gre, 


ad 


ZA O 
Du ap ivous™ 


nAhAm kArtA hAriH kArtA 
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